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blazed with denunciation. "The artillery of the press/9 declares Marshall, " was played with unceasing fury on " the supporters of Neutrality; "and the democratic societies brought their whole force into operation. Language will scarcely afford terms of greater outrage, than were employed against those who sought to stem the torrent of public opinion and to moderate the rage of the moment/'1
At the most effective hour, politically, Jefferson resigned2 from the Cabinet, as he had declared, two years before, he intended to do.8   He had prepared well for popular leadership.   His stinging criticism of the Nationalist  financial measures, his  warm championship of France, his bitter hostility to Great Britain, and most of all, his advocacy of the popular view of the Constitution, secured him the favor of the people. Had he remained Secretary of State, he would have found himself in a hazardous political situation. But now, freed from restraint, he could openly lead the Republican forces which so eagerly awaited his formal command.4
As in the struggle for the Constitution, so now Neutrality was saved by the combined efforts of the mercantile and financial interests who dreaded the effect of the war on business and credit;6 and by
1  Marshall, ii, 322.
2  Jefferson to Washington, Dec. 31, 1793; Works; Ford, viii, 130. 8 Jefferson to Short, Jan. 28, 1792; ib., vi, 382.
4 Marshall, ii, 233.
6 Generally speaking, the same classes that secured the Constitution supported all the measures of Washington's Administration* (See Beard: Econ. 0. J. D., 122-24.)
While the Republicans charged that Washington's Neutrality was inspired by favoritism to Great Britain, as it was certainly championed by trading and moneyed interests which dealt chiefly with British